The Goulding cursor was an ingenious device intended to provide a third or fourth significant figure to a reading from the scales. A metal frame carrying a plate with a triangular scale fitted into the normal cursor grooves. Chisel edges were used to read figures from the scales. These chisel edges were free to move independently from the frame, and were connected to a pointer pivoted on the frame so as to provide magnification of the movement of the chisel edges. The pointer could then be used to read off additional figures from the triangular scales.
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